
Welcome 2018!   

 

 

 
Within a blink of an eye and a turn of your head 
Her wings are spread 
And she quickly fly’s away. 
Farewell dear Robin Redbreast,  
A glow of warmth on a winter’s day!  
(From the poem, “Winter Ode to Robin Redbreast by  Elizabeth Barry) 
 

 
 

WELCOME 

COOL LEARNING  

CHRONICLES: 

Adventures in Learning 

Just for fun….See if you can find and count all of the 

birds we might see in Illinois in Winter.  You’ll find 

them throughout this newsletter!   

(Answer on back.) 
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On February 19, our 

CPMP students touched 

history!  CPMP  

Historians-in-Residence 

 

Newt and Nada Finn, 

added the written  

content students have 

been learning about 

Waukegan  

History.  From a Civil 

War sword and musket 

to a 1920's cosmetics 

case, students took a 

walk through time in 

typical CLE hands-on, 

minds-on  

fashion.  Waukegan 

Harbor Citizens’  

Advisory Group (CAG) 

representative Susie 

(( ) 
 

Right:  CPMP 

Students gather to 

learn about the 

lakefront and more. 

 

Below: CLE students 

assisting ice sculptor 

at Chicago Botanic 

Garden visit during 

our Winter Break, 

January 3-5, 2018 

 

Students having a bit 

of fun in the snow, 

sledding and 

enjoying the crisp 

winter air during 

Winter Break.   

 
—

Students spend MLK 

Day with a Day of  

Service.  Activities  

included helping to  

create decorations and 

special awards for the  

February 24th CLE  

Volunteer Celebration. 

Afternoon fun at 

Greenbelt Cultural  

Center. 

Schreiber used maps 

and real-life examples 

to teach the history of 

community activism 

around the lake-

front.  Diane Lewis also 

walked students 

through the historical 

highlights for the eras  

1845-1975.  Finally, 

students were asked to 

respond to the  

question: “What is one 

thing that you'd leave 

(of yours) for someone 

to see 100 years from 

now?” 

. 
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to tell scientists and  

researchers much 

about existing bird 

populations.  Students’ 

findings were reported 

to Cornell, sharing  

important information 

about birds in our  

region. In the  

afternoon, students 

enjoyed building  

structures which made 

for a full day of fun 

and adventures.    

On February 24 

CLE honored  

Volunteers from 

the last 10 years. 

All CLE Volunteers 

are Gold Medal 

Winners!!! 

" It is not  

how much  

we do, but  

how much  

love we put  

into doing  

it. It is not  

how much  

we give, 

but how much love  

we put  

into giving."  

-Mother Teresa 

 

Students spent  

President's Day,  

February 19, counting 

birds for the Great 

Backyard Bird Count 

(GBBC) in the a.m. and 

the afternoon in Lyons 

Woods for a Day of 

Play in Nature. GBBC 

was the first online  

citizen science project.  

Data collected and re-

ported to Cornell  

University will be used 



 

 

The mission of the Cool 

Learning Experience is to  

foster the well-being of the 

whole child in healthy  

relationship with family,  

community and the  

natural world.  

 

 

Educating Children; Supporting Families; Inspiring Well-Being; 

Building Community & Championing Nature 

401 N Genesee St./P.O. Box 44 

Waukegan, IL 60079 

(847) 707-4544  

clewaukegan.org 

Like us on Facebook! 

 

Answer for the Winter Bird Challenge:  There are 18 birds you 

might find in Illinois during the winter, sprinkled throughout 

this Winter 2018 CLE Newsletter!  These include Northern 

Cardinals, House Finches, Blue Jays, American Robins, Tufted 

Titmousess, White-breasted Nuthatches, Cedar Waxwings, 

Black-capped Chickadees, Dark-eyed Juncos, Northern Cardi-

nals, Common Redpolls, and Barred Owls, First, see if you can 

find all 18 birds.  Next, see if you can  identify the different 

types of birds listed here.  You might want to look some of 

these up. Did you find them all?   

Did you recognize some of the birds? Good work! 

Saturday, April 28 , 10:00 AM-12:00 PM  
CLE Spring Gathering 

Let Our CLE Family Treat You To Beverages, Snacks and Conversation . 
Get the Scoop on Innovative Gardening Techniques,  
Eco-friendly Landscaping, and Water Conservation.  
Make Your own Vermi-Composting  Bin and Seed Pots. 

 

 Snowflakes aren’t frozen raindrops—they are clusters of ice crystals that are  

formed in the clouds by water vapor.  Frozen raindrops are actually called sleet.   
 The largest snowflake, according to the Guinness World Records was recorded in 1887 in 

Montana. It was 15 inches long and 8 inches thick. 

 Snow crystals are completely transparent, but they reflect light so well that many of them 
together appear white. Deep snow may look blue.  In Prince Edward Island, Canada, where 
the soil is red clay, snowflakes often look pink because red dust from the soil is blown  

     into the air and absorbed by the clouds.  
 About half the world’s population has never seen snow!  They’ve not  

been able to experience a snowflake falling on their nose or eyelashes. 

 Snowflakes have six sides.  Air currents, humidity and temperature  
     work together to create different types of snowflakes.   

 The amount of snowflakes that make up a single snowfall are in  
     the trillions. The average snowflake falls at a speed of just over  
     3 miles per hour (or about 3-5 feet per second).   
  

https://weather.thefuntimesguide.com/ice_crystals

